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February 9, 2012

Dear Crocker Farm Families,

| know that some snow-lovers have been sad, but | have been loving the “warm” winter we
have been having! The lack of snow has allowed us to utilize our whole playground area well
beyond what has been typical for this time of year, which has been great for exercise and the
enjoyment of our students.

At Crocker Farm, we value the whole child and we take our students’ musical and artistic
pursuits very seriously. We recently had two excellent concerts; one was our Band and
Orchestra concert, where our students showed off their musical talents to a larger audience.
Under Ms. Dunbar and Ms. Rabut’s direction, the music was harmonious and was enjoyed by
all. In addition, the Nields, a local band, played a concert at Crocker Farm for our younger
(PreK-2nd grade) students. This interactive show was a hit and many families also came to listen
to the music with their children. Many thanks to the Massachusetts Cultural Council for
sponsoring that show!

| was fortunate to travel to New York City last week with six staff members to participate in a
workshop at Teachers College (part of Columbia University). It was entitled, “Harnessing
Classroom Technology in Wise Ways to Support Developing Readers and Writers”. The
presenters were excellent, the content was engaging, and the team of staff members came
back to Crocker Farm with valuable insights and strategies to implement. This learning was
shared with our entire staff to ensure that these innovations can occur across the school, not
just in specific classrooms. Our model of professional development at Crocker Farm is focused
on shared practices occurring across our school; this recent workshop was an example of that
model in action.

Time does seem to fly at Crocker Farm; our February break is only a week away. There is no
school during the week of February 20-24. | hope you enjoy some rest and relaxation with your
family during this time period.

Sincerely,

Michael Morris
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26 de febrero de 2011

Estimadas familias de Crocker Farm,

Sé que algunos amantes de la nieve, han estado triste, ipero yo he estado amando el "calido" invierno
gue hemos tenido! La falta de nieve nos ha permitido utilizar nuestra area de juegos mucho mas alla de
todo lo que ha sido tipico para esta época del afio, lo que ha sido muy bueno para el ejercicio y el
disfrute de nuestros estudiantes.

En Crocker Farm, valoramos el nifio en su totalidad y tomamos las actividades musicales y artisticas de
nuestros estudiantes muy en serio. Recientemente hemos tenido dos excelentes conciertos: uno era
nuestra banda y orquesta, donde los estudiantes mostraron sus talentos musicales para un publico mas
amplio. Bajo la direccidn de la Sra. Dunbar y la Sra. Rabut, la musica fue armoniosa y fue disfrutada por
todos. Ademas, Nields, una banda local, ofrecié un concierto en Crocker Farm para nuestros estudiantes
mas jovenes (Pre-K-2do grado). Este espectaculo interactivo fue un éxito y muchas familias también
llegaron a escuchar la musica con sus hijos. iMuchas gracias al Consejo de la Cultura de Massachusetts
por haber patrocinado ese espectaculo!

Tuve la suerte de viajar a Nueva York la semana pasada con seis miembros del personal a participar en
un taller en el Colegio de Profesores (parte de la Universidad de Columbia). Se titulaba "El
Aprovechamiento de la Tecnologia en el Saldn de Clase de Manera Sabia para Apoyar el Desarrollo de
Lectores y Escritores". Los presentadores fueron excelentes, el contenido fue interesante, y el equipo de
los miembros del personal regresé a Crocker Farm, con valiosa informacion y estrategias para poner en
practica. Este aprendizaje fue compartido con todo nuestro personal para asegurar que estas
innovaciones se puedan reproducir a través de la escuela, no sdlo en salones de clase especificos.
Nuestro modelo de desarrollo profesional en Crocker Farm se centra en las practicas comunes que se
producen a través de nuestra escuela, este taller reciente fue un ejemplo de ese modelo en accion.

El tiempo parece volar en Crocker Farm, el descanso de febrero esta tan sélo a una semana de distancia.
No hay escuela durante la semana del 20 al 24 de febrero. Espero que disfruten de un descanso y
relajacién con su familia durante este periodo de tiempo.

Sinceramente,
Michael Morris



Dear families and friends:

The Amherst Pelham Public Schools invite you to our Sixth Annual
Latino Achievement Night. The event will be on Friday, May 18,
2012 at the Amherst Middle School Auditorium starting at 6:30
p.m.

The program will include recognition of all Latino students in our school district and a
talent showcase by our students and community members. Certificates will be given to
students at transition grades (K, 6, 8, 12) who have excelled in the following categories:

Academic Achievement - This category recognizes excellence and achievement in
academic work in all areas.

Community Spirit — This category recognizes students who are “all-around great kids”;
these students are a positive influence on their peers, are thoughtful, respectful, and
inclusive in a variety of settings (class room, clubs, sports, playground, etc.)

Effort — This category embodies students who demonstrate hard work, perseverance,
determination and a great love of learning.

Leadership — This category embodies students who take initiative in one or more of the
following areas: academics, sports, clubs, community service (in and out of school).

Progress - This category recognizes students who have shown great improvement in
academic subjects, attendance and/or behavior.

This is an open invitation to all families and friends. We hope you join us to celebrate
the achievements of our Latino Students! After the ceremony we will serve
refreshments. If you have any questions, please call my assistant, Mildred Martinez, at
362-1871 or e-mail her at martinezm2@arps.org. Thanks for your support!

Cordially,

Dr. Marta Guevara, Director
Academic Achievement and Accountability



Estimadas familias y amigos:

Las escuelas publicas de Amherst y Pelham les invitan a celebrar
nuestra cuarta noche de logros para estudiantes latinos. La actividad
se llevara a cabo el viernes, 20 de mayo del 2012 en el Auditorio
de la Escuela Intermedia de Amherst comenzando a las 6:30 de
la tarde.

En el programa se dara reconocimiento a todos los estudiantes latinos en nuestro
distrito escolar y tendremos un programa de entretenimiento por estudiantes y
miembros de la comunidad. Esa noche también otorgaremos certificados a estudiantes
en grados de transicion (K, 6, 8, 12) que se han destacado en las siguientes categorias:

Compafierismo — Esta categoria reconoce a estudiantes que son ejemplares en todos
aspectos (clase, clubes, deportes, recreo, etc.), que han sido una buena influencia en
sus comparieros, tienen en cuenta a otros y son respetuosos.

Esfuerzo — Esta categoria reconoce a estudiantes que han demostrado un gran amor
por aprender, muestran determinacion y no se dan por vencidos.

Excelencia Académica - Esta categoria reconoce excelencia y un nivel académico
excepcional en todas las areas.

Liderazgo — Esta categoria reconoce a estudiantes que han tomado la iniciativa en una
de la siguientes areas: deportes, clubes, servicio a la comunidad (dentro y fuera de la
escuela).

Progreso — Esta categoria reconoce a estudiantes que han hecho grandes cambios
para mejorar su actitud a nivel académico, en su asistencia a la escuela y/o en su
conducta.

jEsta invitacion se extiende a todas las familias y amigos! Esperamos que vengan a
celebrar los éxitos de nuestros estudiantes Latinos! Después de la ceremonia se
serviran refrigerios. Si tiene alguna pregunta, puede llamar a mi asistente, Mildred
Martinez al 362-1871 o enviarle un mensaje electronico (martinezm2@arps.orq).
Gracias por su apoyo.

Cordialmente,

Dr. Marta Guevara, Directora
Logros Académicos



Ambherst Public Shade Tree Committee
Arbor Day Poster Contest

TREES...A RENEWABLE RESOURCE FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE!

Arbor Day is a special holiday that celebrates one of our most valuable natural resources... trees! Since
1872, people across the country have set aside the last Friday of April for planting trees and caring and
appreciating the trees growing all around. Amherst is celebrating too!

Your family is invited to the Sustainability Festival on Saturday, April 21 on the Amherst Town Common
10am-2pm. You will learn how to plant, prune, and identify trees and enjoy games, prizes, and more!

The Ambherst Public Shade Tree Committee is seeking artwork for a Poster Contest.
Contest Eligibility

All 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students enrolled in Amherst-Pelham Public Schools are invited to participate.
One submission per student, please.

Art Specifications
THEME: “Trees...a renewable resource for a sustainable future”

Deadline: March 15, 2012
Contest details can be found at http://www.amherstma.gov/index.aspx?NID=214

Prizes

1t Place The winning submission will be made into a poster that will be displayed around Ambherst. The
first-place artist will also receive a $50 prize.

2nd Place Six movie tickets to the upcoming Disney animated feature, “The Lorax”

1t -12th Place winners will be featured in a 2013 calendar. Sales of the calendar go to the Amherst Gift Tree
Fund, which is used to plant and care for trees in Amherst.

All posters will be exhibited at Amherst Sustainability Festival on April 21 2012.

For any inquiries please email APSTC member Linzy Rodrigues on linz.sav@gmail.com or call Hope
Crolius, Chair, Amherst Public Shade Tree Committee at 413-461-6832.




LOST and FOUND:

Is your child missing a coat, a sweatshirt, hat or gloves?? Please take a minute to stop by and check
out the lost and found items. They are all on display for the next week in the hallway by the cafeteria.
Everything unclaimed will be donated to the Amherst Survival Center over the February break. Thank
you!!

No School February 20™ thru February 24™ Winter Break

DON'T FORGET!!
Friday, February 10™, viernes 10 de febrero
VALENTINE'S DAY DANCE!! Baile para celebrar el dia de san valentin
CROCKER FARM

ABSENT LINE: Parent/Guardians are required to call the absentee line, 362-1659 if your child will not be
in school. If your child is tardy to school, please have him/her stop by the office for a pass before going
to class. Call before 9:00 to avoid receiving an automated phone call.

Linea para reporter ausencias: Se les require a todos los padres/encargados que se comuniquen con
la escuela llamando al telefono 362-1656 si su hijo(a) va a estar ausente. Si su hijo(a) va a llegar tarde a
la escuela por favor asegurese que su hijo (a) se reporta a la reporta a la oficina primero.

SAFETY:
« Please enter and exit through the main entrance during the school hours, 8:30-3. All doors will
be locked from 9-2:45, including the main entrance.
« All visitors/parents entering the building are required to stop into the main office to sign in and
receive a visitor’s pass. DO NOT go directly to your child’s room. We will be happy to assist you!
« If your child will be taking an alternate route home please send a note to inform the teacher
otherwise they will go home their regularly scheduled route. NO EXCEPTIONS

Crocker Farm Elementary 280 West Street Phone: 362-1600
Fax: 256-0835



