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Dear Crocker Farm Families,

A big THANK YOU to the Crocker Farm Parent Guardian Organization (PGO) for

leading a successful coat drive last week. It was wonderful to see such

generosity from our community. The PGO is also kicking off their winter food

drive and is accepting monetar  y donations and non -perishable items. Monetary
donations can be dropped off in the main office and non -perishable items can

be left in the main lobby. The food  -drive will run until December 19. Lastly, the

Big Brothers/Big Sisters is acceptingused childre nd6s books for their
drive until December 21. Book donations can be placed in the labeled box in

the front lobby.

In order to maintain an orderly and safe dismissal for all Crocker Farm students,

all changes in dismissal plans must be sent to school in written form. Please
remind your child to hand deliver dismissal notes to their classroom teachers.

Middle of the day changes should be emergency only and must occur through
the front office before  12:00. Teachers are busy with students all day, and
unfortunately do not have the time to check their classroom messages before
dismissal. In an attempt to minimize classroom interruptions, we cannot

guarantee changes that come in after 12:00 will be de livered to the teachers in
time for dismissal. Thank you in advance for adhering to these procedures to
ensure all students a stress -free dismissal experience.

Please mark your calendars for the following days:

e Wednesday, December 12: Chorus Concert, 7 p .m.
e Wednesday, December 19: K &2 Chorus Concert, 6:30 p.m.
e December 24 ¢ January 1. Holiday Recess (return on 1/2/13)

Sincerely,
Anne Marie Foley and Derek Shea

Co -Principals




Queridas Familias de Crocker Farm,

Muchas gracias ala Organizacion de Padres y Guardianes de Crocker Farm
(PGO en inglés) por haber dirigido una recoleccién exitosa de abrigos . Fue
maravilloso presenciar la generosidad de nuestra comunidad. EI PGO también
esta lanzando su recoleccion invernal de comida y est 4 aceptando
donaciones monetarias y de  articulos no perecederos . Las donaciones
monetarias pueden ser depositadas en la oficina principal y los articulos no
perecederos pueden s er dejados en el pasillo principal. La recolecciéon de
comida sera llevada acabo hasta el 19 de diciembre. Por ultimo, el Big
Brothers/Big Sisters esta aceptando libros usados de nifios para su recolecta de
libros hasta el 21 de diciembre. Las donaciones de libros pueden ser puestas en
la caja etiquetada en el pasillo principal.

Para poder mantener una salida segura al final del dia escolar de los
estudiantes de Crocker Farm , todos los cambios en los planes de salida del
estudiante deben ser enviados a la escuela en forma escrita. Por favor
recuérdele a su nifio de entregar la cart a a la maestra de salon hogar. Los
cambios imprevistos durante el  dia debe n ser a causa de emergencias
solamente y deben ser hechos a través de la oficina central antes de las 12:00.
Las maestras estdn ocupadas con los estudiantes todo el diay
desgraciadamente no tienen el tiempo de verificar los mensajes dejados en su
salon de clases antes de la hora de salida. Con la intencion de minimizar las
interrupciones en el salén de clases, no podemos garantizar que los cambios

gue se hagan después d e las 12:00 seran entregados a la maestra a tiempo
para la salida. Gracias por seguir estos  procedimientos que nos ayudan a
asegurar una salida libre de tensiones para todos los estudiantes.

Por favor marque los siguientes  dias en su calendario:

e El miércoles, 12 de diciembre : Concierto dela Coral , 7 p.m.
e El miércoles, 19 de diciembre : Concierto dela Coralde K 82, 6:30 p.m.
e Del 24 de diciembre al 1 de enero  : Descanso Festivo (regreso el 1/2/13)

Sinceramente ,
Anne Marie Foley y Derek Shea

Co-Principal es




PRESS RELEASE
Coordinated Program Review Upcoming for Amherst Public School District

Maria Geryk Superintendent of the Amherst Public School District, was informed by the
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education of an upcoming Coordinated Program
Review that will be taking place this school year. As part of this Coordinated Program Review,
Department staff will visit the district on Februarng52013. Such visits are routinely conducted
by the Department to satisfy federal and state requirements for the periodic review of specific
education programs and services in schools throughout thenGawealth. The Department is
reviewing several programs during a single
time most efficiently and to encourage strong connections among the programs.

The Department's Coordinated Program Review wilresls the Amherst Public School
Districtds speci al education program. After
team will make its onsite visit, during which it will review individual student records, interview
administrators, teachers anaraprofessional staff, survey parents and observe instructional
spaces. After the onsite visit it will prepare a report for the superintendent and school committeg

with detailed findings for each program.

Using a scale of rati ngstor ainNgitn g nfprl cenmefnG oendr
the implementation of each requirement reviewed by the Department. Where requirements are
found not implemented or only partially implemented, the district must propose to the
Department corrective action to ibgi those areas into compliance with statutes and regulations.
Districts and schools are encouraged to incorporate the corrective action into their district and
school improvement plans and professional development plan. The school district will be
provided with technical assistance from the Department in developing a corrective action plan.
Both the Departmentodos report and the correcq
available to the public upon request. Program Review Final Reportisar@vailable on the

Department 6s I<nttp:/Avvn.doe.masseedugpgalrexiendcpr/reports/

Any member of the public may request to be interviewed by telephone by a member of the
Department's visiting team. Those wishing to be interviewed should call the Student Services
Office at 413362-1834 no later than January 29, 2013 to leave their nachglzone numbeagr

they may call the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education2t46307. A

member of the visiting team will contact each person desiring an interview within two weeks
after the completion of the onsite visit. If an individual is not comfagtabmmunicating in
English or requires some other accommodation, the Department will make arrangements to
communicate appropriately with the individual.



http://www.doe.mass.edu/pqa/review/cpr/reports/

COMUNICADO DE PRENSA
La proxima Revision Programa Organizada para el Distrito Escolar de Amherst

El Departamento de Educacion Primaria y Secundaria informé a la superintendente de las Escuelas
Publicas de Amherst, Maria Geryk, que se llevard acabo, este afio, una Revisiéon Programa Organizada.
Como parte de esta Revision Programa Organizada, mosrdbl personal del Distrito visitaran el

distrito del 5 al 8 de febrero de 2013. Estas visitas son llevadas acabo rutinariamente por el Departamen
para satisfacer los requerimientos federales y estatales para la revision periédica de los servicios y
programas de educacion especificos en las escuelas a través del Estado. El Departamento est4 revisa
varios programas en una sola visita con el fin de utilizar el tiempo del Departamento, de la escuela de
manera mas eficiente y para fomentar conexiomeses entre los programas.

La Revision Programa Organizada del Departamento abordara el programa de educacion especial de la
Escuelas Publicas de Amherst. Luego de haber repasado los procedimientos del distrito escolar, un equ
del Departamento hara su visita in situ, en la mdbara los informes individuales de los estudiantes,
entrevistard a administradores, maestros y paraprofecionales, encuestaran a los padres y observaran |3
areas de instruccion. Luego de la visita en situ prepararan un informe para el superingezidznteté
escolar con informacion detallada de lo que se observo en cada programa.

Usando una escala de evalwuaci-n de fARecomendab
implementacion de cada requerimiento revisado por el Departamento. Datedégse que los
requerimientos no han sido implementados o parcialmente implementados, el Distrito debera proponer 3
Departamento una accion correctiva que pondra a esas areas en cumplimiento con los estatutos y
regulaciones. Se fomenta a que los Disdrif las escuelas implementen estas correcciones a su plan de
mejora y plan de desarrollo profesional del distrito y escolar. El distrito escolar sera provisto con
asistencia tecnoldgica de parte del Departamento para desarrollar el plan de acciovecdteeporte

del Departamento y el plan de accion correctiva son de dominio publico y seran proveidos al publico baj
peticién. Los Informes Finales de la Revision estan disponibles en la pagina de web del Departamento e
<http://www.doe.mass.edu/pgal/review/cpr/reports/

Cualquier miembro del publico puede solicitar ser entrevistado por teléfono por un miembro del equipo
visitante del Departamento. Para aquellos que deseen ser entrevistados deben ponerse en comunicacig
con la Oficina de Servicios al Estudiante al-862-1834 a mas tardar el 29 de enero de 2013, donde
proveeran su nombre y nimero de teléfono, o pueden comunicarse con el Departamento de Educacion
Primaria y Secundaria al 4834-6707. Un miembro del equipo visitante se pondra en contacto con cada
persona deeando una entrevista en un periodo dos semanas luego de haber llevado acabo la visita in sit
Si el individuo no se siente cémodo comunicandose en inglés o requiere de otra acomodacion, el
Departamento hara los arreglos para comunicarse apropiadameiardividuo.
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Math Matters

Sharri Conklin, Crocker Farm Math Coach

| am so fortunate to be able to see all the children at Crocker Farm, from Kindergarten to
Sixth Grade, busily engaged in the study of mathematics every day. From counting and
recognizing numbers to analyzing spreadsheetst her e’ s a | ot heré. mat h

A fun way to practice mathematical skills at home is through games. Many games you

may already have or can get at a local store involve mathematical thinking. Here is a list of
some popular games, the skills they help children practice andtma nuf act ur er s’
recommended ages.

Counting, Adding and Attributes, Patterns and Strategy and Spacial
Subtracting Geometry Perception

Chutes and Ladders (3+) Crazy Eights-card game The aMAZEing Labyrinth

Hi Ho! Cherry-O (3+) (4+) (8+)

Sorry! (6+) Guess Who? (6+) Battleship (7+)

Trouble (5+) Guess Where? (6+) Checkers (3+)

Uno (6+) Jigsaw Puzzles Clue Jr and Clue (8+)
Rummikub (8+) Connect Four (7+)
Tangrams (5+) Jenga (6+)

Mancala (6+)
Memory (3+)
Mille Bornes (8+)
Othello (8+)

More Ways to Help your Child with Mathematics

When children work on homework, it’s tempt
answers. Actually, they learn more when you help them discover the answers for
themselves. Try asking questions like these:

e Have youseen problems like this before? Is there an example anywhere that might

help?
e What is the problem asking you to do or to find?
e What’' s one idea you have for finding an

e Can you draw a picture of the problem? Can you use objects (like coins, beais)
to show the problem?
These questions won’t help solve all your
start and encourage problem solving.

f
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You are cordially invited to the upcoming event at the

Crocker Farm School

Crocker Chorus Presents
"A Winter Concert"
December 12, 2012

7.00 pm
In the cafeteria

We hope that you will be able to join us!




Good morning!

You are receiving this link as a District
administrator, School Committee member or
community partner.The Amherst Education
Foundation is asking for the public's support in the
upcoming Valley Gives Campaign on Dec 12, 2012
to raise money for our publsrhools.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBOiohVhnWdE&
feature=share&list=UUECEesweX780addZ1V3yaT
A

Thanks and enjoy your day!

Kimberly Stender

Community, Partnerships & Volunteers
Office of the Superintendent
AmherstPelham Regional Schools

170 Chestnut Street

Amherst, MA 01002

413362-1825

stenderk@arps.org



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBOiohVnWdE&feature=share&list=UUECEesweX78OaddZ1V3yaTA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBOiohVnWdE&feature=share&list=UUECEesweX78OaddZ1V3yaTA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBOiohVnWdE&feature=share&list=UUECEesweX78OaddZ1V3yaTA
mailto:stenderk@arps.org

CROCEER FAREM SCHOOL STUDENT DIRECTORY FOR 2012-2013

UPDATE & COPY REQUEST FORM

The Crocker Farm PGO is now in the process of finishing this year’s student
directory, and will be releasing the final version in a few weels.

The final deaft version is avaiable in the front office for review, and has been sent ont Tia
the Crocker Chromicles ezl st. A anmber of fanulies still have not submitted a dicectory
form yet. The PGO is following np with those families now; withont a directory form on
file, no information for those families except for child name and class will be preblished.

Final addidons and commecrons for the directory will be
accepted untl Mondav, December 172

DIRECTORY DISTRIBUTION
To help the environment and cut down on paper use, and on PGO printing costs,
this year, the PGO is dismibuting the directory this vear as followrs:

Class lists, All families will automarically receive a printed copy of their child{ren)'s
directory class list. Mo further action is needed.

Full directory, electronic copy. All families who receive Crocker Chronicles via email
will receive an electronic copy of the full final directory, inchding all the class Lists and
alphabetized list by last name for the whole school No further action is needed,

If yous family does not cnerently recerme Chromicles wia email and yon wonld kke an
electronic copy of the directory, and/or if you would ke to receive a printed copy of the full
directory (28 pages), please email the PGO, or fill out and complete the form below, and
retnrn to the school no later than December 174

Parent Name:

Child(ren) at Crocker Farm:

[0  Please add me to the distribution list for the electronic copy of the directory.
Here is my email address:
Crocker Farm and the PGO will are mhiy addrers only for the dirmibsming rhe diveczory and no arber parpos.

O My family requests a paper copy of the full direcrory (25 pages).
THANE YOLT!

Crocker Farm Parent and Guardian Organization

email: " i i . meb cite! www.crockerfarmpgo.blogzpot.com

ACTSMART IMPROV COMPANY




ACTING FOR REAL!

AN ENTERTAINING, INFORMATIVE AND INTERACTIVE PERFORMANCTE
BULLYING STRATEGIES AND OTHER ISSUES, USING IMPROVISATIONAL D
WITH TEEN ACTORS

SUITABLE FOR AGES 9 AND UP
JONES LIBRARY
DECEMBER 6, 2012
3:30-5:00 PM
FREE!

*ACTSMART IMPROV COMPANY IS MADBRMHERST AREA MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO USE DRAMA TO ADDRESS RELEVANT ISSU

BULLYING, PEER PRESSURE, CONFLICT MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL/EMO]
ISSUES.

NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT.

AM

ON/




Interim Co -Principals: Derek Shea & Anne Foley

Safety:
o Entering the building - Please enter and exit through the main entrance during the school hours,
8:30-3:05. All exits excluding the main entrance will be locked.
o Visitor 6ABvisibes/pasents entering the building are required to stop into the main office to sign in
and receive a visitords pass. Do not go directly to

o Bus Pass/: If your child will be taking an alternate route home, please send a note to inform the
teacher/office otherwise they will go home their regularly scheduled route. NO EXCEPTIONS! Please call
the office by 12.00pm t o make any other changes i nawitidedysort 6 s t
errors in dismissal. Thank you!

Absence Notification _: Parent/Guardians are required to call the absence line at (413) 362-1659 by 9:00 am
if your child will not be in school. lliness, bereavement, family emergencies, are considered excused absences. All
other absences are unexcused unless cleared with the administration.

School Cancellation: _ Please call the school cancellation line at (413) 362-1898 in the event of inclement weather
conditions.

Tardy: School begins at 8:40 am. If you child is tardy to school, please have him/her stop by the main office for a
pass before going to their classrooms.

School hours: _ School begins at 8:40 am and ends at 3:05 pm. *Except on WEDNESDAYS school ends at
1:20 pm.**

Visiting days:  December - Thursday, January - Tuesday, February - Wednesday

LSSE Afterschool Program:

Afterschool Director i Grace Marczuk
LSSE Main Officei (413) 259-3065
Direct Line i (413) 259-3177

On-site phone number- (413) 325-3155
Emaili Marczukg@amherstma.gov

Chronicles online consent _: If you are not receiving the Chronicles online, and would like to, please email Georgia
Malcolm at malcoimg@arps.orgalong wi t h your name, childbés name, teacher

Lunch Payments : Please make checks payable to Amherst School Lunch Program.

Allergy Precautions:  Our school community is trying to attain a fragrance free zone. We are asking everyone to consider
those individuals in our community who have breathing issues, which may be triggered by perfumes. This is especially
important when one meet in crowded venues (such as on Curriculum Night), or in enclosed spaces (such as parent
conferences). Thank you for your help in making our community a comfortable experience for everyone.

Crocker Farm Elementary

280 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002
(413) 362 -1600(Ph)

(413) 256 -0835 (Fax)
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Logros, Deversidad, Comunidad

Co-Principales Interinos: Derek Shea y Anne Foley

Sequridad:
o Entrando al Edificio i Entre las 8:30-3:05, horas escolares, entre y salga por la entrada principal del

edificio. Todas las salidas con la excepcion de la principal estaran cerradas.

0 Pase de Visitante: Todos los visitantes/padres entrando al edificio deben reportarse a la oficina central
para registrarse y recibir un pase de visitante. No valla directamente al salén de su nifio. Es nuestro
placer servirle.

0 Pase de Autobuls/: __Si su nifio esta tomando un autobus alterno al que usualmente coge, por favor
envie una nota para informar al maestro/oficina, de lo contrario tendra que coger el autobds que
usualmente coge para ir a su casa. ]NO HABRAN EXCEPCIONES! Por favor llame a la oficina en o
antes de las 12:00 pm para hacer los cambios en transportacion necesarios para su nifio de esta
manera evitaremos errores a la hora de salida. jGracias!

@ Notificacién de Ausencia: _ Si su nifio va a estar ausente de la escuela el padre o guardian debe llamar a la
linea de ausencias al (413) 362-1659 en o antes de las 9:00 am. Se considera que la enfermedad, el luto y las

emergencias familiares son ausencias escusadas. Cualquier otra ausencia se considera sin excusa y debe ser aclarada

con la administracion.

Cancelaciones Escol ares: En caso de mal tiempo por favor llame a linea de cancelaciones al (413) 3621898.

Tardanzas: La escuela comienza a las 8:40 am. Si su nifio esta tarde a la escuela por favor recuérdele de pasar por
la oficina principal para recuperar un pase entes de dirigirse a su salén de clases.

Horario Escolar:  La escuela comienza a las 8:40 am y termina a las 3:05 pm. **Con la excepcion siendo los
miércoles cuando terminan a la 1:20 pm. **

Dias de Visita: Dias de Visita: diciembre - jueves; enero - martes; febrero - miércoles

LSSE Afterschool Program:

Director del Afterschool i Grace Marczuk
Oficina Principal del LSSE (413) 259-3065
Linea Directai (413) 259-3177

Numero de teléfono en el sitio- (413) 325-3155
Emaili Marczukg@amherstma.gov

Permiso de recibir el Chronicles en linea: Si usted no esta recibiendo el Chronicles en linea y desea recibirlo de
esta manera por favor enviele un email a Georgia Malcolm amalcolmg@arps.orgincluyendo su nombre, nombre de
su nifio, nombre de la maestra y el grado.

Pagos de Almuerzos: _ Por favor ponga el cheque a nombre de Amherst School Lunch Program.

Precaucién a las Alergias: Nuestra escuela est tratando de lograr una zona libre de fragancias. Estamos pidiendo
a todos los miembros de la comunidad que tomen en consideracion a aquellos individuos con problemas de
respiracion que pueden ser iniciados por perfumes. Esto puede ser particularmente importante en areas llenas de
personas (tales como Curriculum Night), o areas cerradas (como conferencias de padres). Gracias por sus esfuerzos
en hacer de nuestra comunidad una buena experiencia para todos.

Crocker Farm Elementary

280 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002
(413) 362 -1600 (Tel.)

(413) 256 -0835 (Fax)
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Amberst, Pelham and Amherst-Pelham Regional School Districts

Bz 2012
EMTWTF S
T 1 3 4
56 78 81011
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 2021 12 23 14 15
36 37 28 28 30 31
Sep 2012
E MTWTF S
1
13435 67 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 18 20 11 22
33 34 15 16 27 18 20
30
EMTWTF S
T 2 3 4 5 &
7 8 9 10111213
14 15 16 17 18 1% 20
20223 0425 2627
| % 30 31
Mow 2012
EMTWTF S
T T 3
£ 5 6 7T B 9 I
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 13 24
15 26 27 28 20 30
Duc 2012
EMTWTF S
]
13045678
§ 1011 12 13 14 13
16 17 18 18 20 11 22
33 24 25 26 27 18 29
30 31
Fan 2013
E MTWTF S
T 2 3 £ 35
£ 7T 5 T 101112
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
1 e s B N
17 3 29 30 31

4
3
=
30

!

200 2-2013 School Calendar

Angzost
angd 27 New Tegchers® Orienganion
All Teackers' Currloulue Froferrional Developmeenr Day
AR Teackers' Orlentarion
First Iy of Schoal (Grades 1-1 2 (Kindergarren Orlemnation dugun 20 31)
September
Labor Iy
Kindergarien Sudemts’ First Day af Sohaaf
October
Colambi Deay (No Schooll
Elemennary Early (lowicsal for Pavens Comferanaes
Elememnary Early (Mswissal for Parem Corglerenaes
November

Efemengary Teachers' Workday (Wo Schood (rodes Pre-K-

L Fewran's Jay (Mo Sohead)

MRS Frams and Barfy Dismissed Gl Schooln)
-23 Thamkrgiving Reoess
Regiomal Teachers' Carvioulsm Wark Day (No Schood ot ME or HE)
Diecember
~Arnary § Hollday Beoers (School reapens §0/2)
Jammary
New Fear's Iy (No Schaal)
Mbarnn Luvher King, Jr. Doy (N School)
Febroary
Elemenexry Teachers' Workday (Wo Schood Grader Fre-K o 6)
=17 Winrer Mecess
March
MY Hay ey (HY Fxams)
Bepiomel Teachers' Carviculum Work Day (o Schood ar MESHEY
(anod Firiday (o Sohool—due to budgesary consrrats)
April

5 _i9 Spring Recess

May
Mdemariod Deay (o Sohood)

June
Earitesr Possibide Last Day of School

Lizwe Day af Schood jincludes 3 make-up dis ) Mare: The fost deree dans af sohool are
hurlf-cmys a che HEAS due 1o HE evams.

Feb 2013

E MTWTEF &
1 2
4 35 6 7 9
001 02 13 14 15 16
17 1% 19 20 21 22 13
24 13 26 17T 18
Bar 2013
EMTWTF &
1 2
34 3 678 9
0 01 02 13 14 15 16
17 1% 19 20 21 22 13
24 1F 26 17 18 29 30
31
Aipr 2013
EMTWTEF B
1 23 4 3 &
78 % 10111213
1# 15 16 17 18 19 20
3 25 26 27

Tam 2013
E MTWTEF &
1
23 435 6 7B
3 10
15 17
23 M 25 16 17 28 19
H
Ful 2013
5 MTWTF &
1 2 3 45 6
768 % 10111213
14 15 16 17 18 12 20
21 71273 34 15 16 27
28 1% 30 31

The lia day of Tramcder 1 & VUZI1 Y The ke day of Tamcws 2 i IMN3. This jeevided 57 diya & wameaer |, &1 deyi ia mimensr 1 and &2 &yiin

Iramsiier 3

12




